
The final weekend of the New Mexico High School Football Season is upon us, and with that said, that 
generally means two things. One would be playoffs are around the corner or in the case of 6-Man and 8-
Man along with Class 2A, playoffs have begun.  
The second thing the end of the regular season represents is, “Rivalry WeeK!” But with this rivalry week, 
playoff implications are huge. Let’s delve into a few.  
That’s right boys and girls, here it is, that one weekend where bragging rights are on the line. Must 
admit a few rivalries have already taken place, but there are still plenty left, this weekend. 
Some high school football rivalries even have a nickname, to go along with it. Maybe not official titles, 
but the meaning is the same. 
One rivalry taking place is in Roswell. We will call it, unofficially, The Wool Bowl Classic, between the #1 
ranked Goddard ‘Rockets and the #2 team, the Roswell ‘Coyotes.’  
The first meeting I can find, was in 1965, a game which ended in a 7-7 tie. Really? After the first four 
years of this rivalry, the record stood, 1-0-3. That’s right. Three of the first four games resulted in a tie 
with Roswell getting the lone win 46-12 in 1966.  
From 1965 to 1974, this rivalry was owned by Roswell, 6-1-3. The Rockets got their first win over Roswell 
in 1974, by a score of 20-14. Roswell regrouped the following year to win 12-0. 
The two schools even played the first game of the year from 1978-1981.  
Early on in this rivalry, it was dominated by the ‘Coyotes,’ but the ‘Rockets went on and recorded a 12 
game winning streak from 2002-2014, before Roswell, ended that streak, winning the last three games.  
Another chapter is about to be written, with the stakes, perhaps, a little higher than usual. The number 
one overall seed might be decided, in the Wool Bowl, in front of about 10,000 fans.  
Another such rivalry taking place, will be in the Four-corners are, when Bloomfield and Aztec square off. 
The first meeting between these two, took place in 1964, with the Aztec ‘Tigers’ coming out on top 14-7. 
Aztec put together a seven game winning streak from 1968-1974. Up until 1984 the series was 
unofficially tied at 12-12. From this point on, Aztec has been on a 27-5 run, over Bloomfield. That aside, 
the two teams come in ranked in the Top 10, of the NMOT Coach’s Polls with Aztec at number #7 and 
Bloomfield at #9. Playoff implications, you ask? You bet!  
Let’s head back down south and see that Silver and Deming are going lock horns. These two started 
playing football back in 1950, as early as we can see. Deming won that inaugural battle, 30-20. Anyone 
remember that game? These two teams have met 67 times. Hello!! Silver has won the last five out of six 
meetings, but this the ‘Wildcats’ come in ranked number 7 and are looking to possibly host a playoff 
game, next week, in the opening round of the state playoffs, while Silver is looking to get in and possibly 
travel. These two might even meet up next week, again, depending how it all plays out.  
The “City of Vision,” Rio Rancho, has a couple high schools, which are separated by a boulevard. Well, 
for school boundry purposes, that is what we know. Northern Blvd, is the line most use in Rio Rancho, 
when deciding to attend Cleveland or Rio Rancho High Schools. Though these two have not been around 
as long as many and the rivalry is still in its infancy, compared to many, it is still ranked among one of 
the best, today. Weird thing about this rivalry is, the home team very seldom wins? Could all that 
change when number 1, Cleveland, entertains the Double-R-HS, which comes in ranked number 9? The 
winner of this game, usually wins the district. A win by Cleveland will do just that, but a win by Rio 
Rancho, send things into a frenzy, along with Volcano Vista, should the Hawks beat Cibola. Whew! You 
get all that? Cleveland holds as 6-4 advantage, heading in. 
Volcano Vista and Cibola have a unique rivalry going on. This rivalry did not kickoff until 2010, but it is 
proximity that defines this game. Until Volcano Vista opened in 2008 and Rio Rancho, in 1997, Cibola 
owned the west side of the Albuquerque Metro area, when it came to athletes.  When Rio Rancho 
opened, Cibola saw many athletes head toward the school, that Intel help build and then came Volcano 
and the housing industry took off, on the West Side. Yet, the Cougars have held their own and lead this 
series 5-3, including a 28-27 win last season.  



Time is one factor which defines a rivalry and that certainly applies to Carlsbad and Hobbs. A mere 70 
miles separates these two schools. These two been getting after it since, well, let’s just say leather 
helmets? It has stood the test of time and these are arguably, some of the best football fans around.  
We can date it back as far as 1950, when Hobbs won 19-13, now I just know there is someone who 
remembers that game? Since 2014, the two are even. From 2010-2013, C-Bad won four straight, before 
that it was the Eagles, with a modest four game streak of their own. Hobbs needs this one to stay alive 
for a possible home game, next week, while C-Bad is on the edge and wants to get into the playoffs. The 
last time the Cavemen were in the playoffs was 2013.  
Last year West Las Vegas and Robertson, met for the first time in playoff history and a history game it 
turned out to be. But this rivalry has been primarily dominated by streaks. The Dons won back-to-back 
contests in 2002 and 2003, but Robertson has not lost to the Dons since 2008. The two Las Vegas teams 
did not start playing until 1958, when Robertson was still known as Las Vegas High and the Dons were 
originally from Town High. That first meeting resulted in a 12-0 win for Robertson, aka, Vegas High, and 
the rivalry was born, or so it appeared. The two schools took a break from 1962-1964 and resumed in 
1965 and have played ever since. During the late 80’s and early 90’s these two met the last game of the 
season and at stake was a playoff spot. This year, perhaps, The Vegas Bowl, will witness the biggest 
game ever will be played, as the two teams square off for a chance at the district title. A win by WLV and 
the district title will be their first since 2003. A Robertson win and a three-way tie is set among 
Robertson, West Las Vegas and St Mikes.  
Back up to the four corners we go and we find inner-city rivals meeting for the 19th time. Piedra Vista 
leads this series 11-7, and are riding a four game winning streak. The last Farmington win came back in 
2013, 21-6. The Scorps’ did own a five game winning streak from 2009-2013.  
This upcoming game gives PV a shot at a top four seed, while Farmington needs the win too make into 
the playoffs. The beauty about this rivalry is, one just never knows, what will happen.  
It just seems that every time Belen and Los Lunas square off, there is always more at stake than just the 
game itself. These two schools, at one time, can be said, had the most hated rivalry in all of New Mexico 
High School Football. That was then. We will just call it, one of the great rivalries in the state. Separated 
by about 10 miles? Fans get to this one hours upon hours before kickoff. This time it is on a Saturday and 
you just might see tailgating starting Friday night. These two started knocking heads in 1953, with Belen 
winning the opener 19-7, again, I ask, anyone remember that game? Belen won the first five meetings, 
before game six landed up in a six-all tie. Los Lunas got their first win, over Belen, in 1960, 13-7. From 
1990- 1995 Los Lunas won all six games, breaking a four year run by Belen.  
Unofficially the series belongs to Belen 39-25-2. What’s a stake Saturday? Los Lunas is hanging on the 
number four ranking and could get a bye, in the upcoming playoffs. Belen is sitting at number six and a 
win by the Eagles, could possible see these teams flip positions. Expect about 7,000-8,000 for this one. 
Get there yesterday.  
And last but not least, The Annual Las Cruces Showdown, will take place at Aggie memorial Stadium and 
about 15,000-20,000 people will be on hand to witness Mayfield and Las Cruces. At the beginning of the 
season, a lot of people watched as Mayfield was trying to find their identity, while Las Cruces was 
allowing their youth to mature and get in position to make a run.  
These two teams did not play eachother until 1967, in which Cruces won the first two meetings. Though 
there have been a few blowouts, in this series, one can tell you about the number of nail-biters, this 
game has seen. Not to mention, the number of times, one of these two teams has appeared or won the 
state title. Since 2005, there has been a Mayfield or Las Cruces led team, in the state championship 11 
times and that is counting 2013, when the two played for it all, in a game to remember, won by Las 
Cruces 27-26.  
Since 2000, Cruces leads the series 13-9, with the two teams meeting in the playoffs three times. 



Mayfield has is currently sitting right on the edge of hosting a home game next week, while Las Cruces 
has a shot, but needing a win and some help, to get a bye. Winner of this, appears will host next week, 
while the loser will wait and see. 
 
 
Note: A HUGE THANKS TO DAN FORD AND HIS BOOK, “THE HISTORY OF NEW MEXICO HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL.”  


